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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:  
Benefactor               $1000 
Business/corporate sponsorship                 500 
Patron                    100 
Family Membership                                 35 
Individual Membership                   25 
 

~ and/or ~ 
 

ENCLOSED IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
GIFT OF $________ IN SUPPORT OF: 

Ä   Stewardship of preserved properties. 
Ä   Outdoor environmental education. 

Ä   Organizational capacity and operations. 
Ä   Cleanup and beautification. 
Ä   Other  ____________________________ 
Ä   I would like more information about land                 
conservation and open space 
preservation. 

 
 
SPECIAL SKILLS I CAN VOLUNTEER:  
_____________________________________

____________ 

 
Name 
_____________________________________
_____ 
 
Street 
_____________________________________
_____ 
 
City, State, Zip 
_________________________________ 
 
Phone (optional) 
______________________________ 
 
E-mail (optional) 
______________________________ 
 
¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΦ  
²Ŝ ƴƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƭƭ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 
 

Enclosed is my membership or gift check 

for:  

 

$______________ 

 

Do you want to save your land for future 
generations? We can help! Contact  
info@independenceconservancy.org 

724-316-3417  

 

WHO WE ARE: 
 

Independence Conservancy is one of Pennsyl-
vaniaôs many land trusts working to preserve 
open space and natural places for future  
generations. We belong to the Pennsylvania 
Land Trust Association and the Land Trust  
Alliance, a national network of 1800 nonprofit 
organizations who have preserved over 60  
million acres in the U.S.  
 
WHAT WE DO:  
 

Independence Conservancy protects important 
natural areas and working lands by conserva-
tion easement and by ownership. These lands 
provide recreation opportunities, help to  
preserve clean water, rural character, scenic 
views and the environmental well-being of the 
Raccoon Creek Watershed. We focus our  
efforts in the Raccoon Creek Region, but do 
consider projects beyond our watershed on a 
case-by-case basis. 

 
WHAT YOU CAN DO:  
 

You can save green space, clean water and 
outdoor places for youngsters to play! Your gift 
to Independence Conservancy assures a 
cleaner future for our local creeks, rivers and 
wetlands through land preservation and  
natural resource conservation.  Your tax-
deductible gift saves open green space and 
clean water for our children and grandchildren.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nationwide, nonprofit land trusts have   
preserved 47 million acres, including  
667,148 acres in Pennsylvania.* 

 
 

ϝCƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀπ
ǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ [ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜƭŀƴŘΦƻǊƎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 
!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦƭǘŀΦƻǊƎΦ 

 

 
 
 
 

Member: 
Land Trust Alliance 

PA Land Trust Association 
PA Farmland Preservation Association 

 

 

Rocky Bend Nature Preserve 
Potter Township, Beaver County 

 
PO Box 248 

Industry, PA 15052 
independenceconservancy.org 

724-316-3417 
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Raccoon Creek Greenway  creates public 
access to preserved, open green space in the 
Raccoon Creek Valley, connecting it with the 
Ohio River. A multi-use trail will connect put-
ins and take-outs for paddlers. 
 

Rocky Bend Nature Preserve  unites Potter 
Twp. and Independence Conservancyôs 
Greenway lands as one, low-impact public 
park with minimal construction, light, traffic, 
sound or disturbance. Funding & support from 
PA DCNR, Potter Twp., Shell, Range Re-
sources, Columbia Gas, Foundation for PA 
Watersheds.  
 

Raccoon Creek Bank & Buffer Projects  
restore 1000 feet of eroding banks on the main 
stem of Raccoon Creek at Rocky Bend Nature 
Preserve. Phase 1 completed 2017; Phase 2 
funded by PA DEP and slated for construction 
in 2020.  
 

Raccoon Creek Watershed cleanups  have 
removed and recycled over 250 tons of illegal-
ly dumped trash and 15,000 tires since 1999.  

 

JB2 Abandoned Mine Discharge Treatment 
System: Burgettstown, Washington County;  
removes 70 tons of iron and aluminum yearly 
from the headwaters of Raccoon Creek. 
 
Solar Mine Abandoned Mine Discharge  
Treatment System: Bald Knob, Allegheny Co.; 
removes 98 tons of iron from St. Patrickôs Run.  
 
Red Oak Farm: Raccoon Township, Beaver 
Co.; contains 44 acres of mature hardwoods, 
open fields and cropland in the headwaters of 
Fishpot Run, a secluded tributary to Raccoon 
Creek. 
 
Little Blue Wetland: Greene Township, Beaver 
County; contains 8 acres of wetland habitat. 
 
Rocky Bend Nature Preserve:  Potter Town-
ship, Beaver County; 89 acres with 1.5 miles of 
shoreline on a sweeping, forested bend of Rac-
coon Creek. Open to the public for low-impact, 
non-motorized recreation including fishing, pad-
dling,  

swimming, hunting, and wildlife watching. 
 

LAND CONSERVATION TOOLS:  
 

What is a land trust? A land trust is a non-
profit group working for land conservation and 
environmental preservation. As all or part of its 
mission, a land trust acquires land or conserva-
tion easements to preserve the scenic, recrea-
tional, environmental, cultural or historic values 
of a place. 
 
Conservation easement is a voluntary 
agreement between a landowner and a private 
land trust. The easement limits certain uses on 
a property to preserve natural values while 
keeping the land under the ownerôs control and 
ownership. Eased properties may or may not 
be open to the public, depending on the own-
erôs wishes. Easements can provide access for 
trail corridors, fishing and boating, or riparian 
buffers. Easement agreements apply to the 
current and future owners of the land. 
 
Fee Acquisition: Land trusts become own-
ers & permanent stewards of special properties 
through bequests, gifts, bargain sale or fair-
market purchases of land. Ownership by a land 
trust can provide the strongest guarantee of 
long term protection of irreplaceable natural 
places. 

Rocky Bend Nature Preserve, Potter Twp. 

Red Oak Farm, Raccoon Town-

JB2 Abandoned Mine Discharge 
Treatment System, Burgettstown 

YOU TALKED; WE LISTENED:  
 

It�¶s all in the 
Raccoon Creek Region Conservation Plan! 

 

�³������we certainly should do everything possi-
ble to preserve the heritage of natural beauty 
we have here for recreation, enjoyment, and 
inspiration. Such scenes are getting fewer 
and fewer, and our needs for them are be-
coming greater and greater.�  ́
IƻǿŀǊŘ ½ŀƘƴƛǎŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭπ
ǾŀƴƛŀΣ aŀȅ мрΣ мфпс  

 
Community Tire Collections: 
For municipalities in Beaver, Allegheny and 
Washington Counties: an economical solution 
to the problem of what to do with waste tires 
and wheels. Over 53,000 tires processed since 
2004. Offered spring and fall each year. Want 
to hold a collection in your community?  
Contact info@independenceconservancy.org. 

�,�1�'�(�3�(�1�'�(�1�&�(���&�2�1�6�(�5�9�$�1�&�<�·�6 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS:  

�,�1�'�(�3�(�1�'�(�1�&�(���&�2�1�6�(�5�9�$�1�&�<�·�6 
PRESERVED LANDS: 

What do your friends and neighbors say about the 
Raccoon Creek Region?  What does our future 

hold?  Find out at: 

�]�v�����‰���v�����v�������}�v�•���Œ�À���v���Ç�X�}�Œ�P�l�v���Á�•-�‰�Œ�}�i�����š�• 


